The ranking of facial attractiveness.
A method of assessing facial attractiveness is described in which facial photographs were ranked by adults in order from the most to the least attractive. The rankings of a group of normal 10-year-old children were compared to those given to a group of similarly aged patients with repaired clefts. Most previous methods have grouped patients into categories, but this tends to obscure individual differences in facial attractiveness: patients with small differences in appearance are generally placed in the same group. In the ranking technique described in this paper these individual differences were not obscured. Those individuals with repaired clefts were consistently judged as being less attractive than those in the normal group. It is suggested that this method could be further developed to assess the cosmetic benefit produced by treatment of facial deformity.